
27 September 2022
Dear Parent/Carers, 

We know that learning to read takes a lot of practice. Your child will cover the sounds and spellings 
they need to know at school but the time we spend reading with them is worth every minute. This year 
we are introducing new books to help support your child’s reading at school and at home. 

As a school we use Monster Phonics to teach children to read. Your child will receive Monster Phonics 
books which help them practise the sounds they are learning in class. In addition to Monster Phonics 
books, we have wider reading boxes. These books slowly build in difficulty and aim to match your 
child’s reading skills. They are designed to allow your child to practise the reading they can do without 
feeling like it’s too much or too hard. 

It is really important to read from your child’s reading books every day. It can seem like a struggle or a 
chore if your child is unenthusiastic, but try and find the time – your child’s reading skills will blossom 
for it.

We have also launched recently launched our new houses and points reward system in school. The 
children will now receive Mundesley Merits! Our merits are a mark of excellence and can be earned in 
different ways around school and for reading at home. Each read at home will earn the children a 
merit, up to 5 merits a week. These merits can then be used to purchase items from the new 
Mundesley Merit Book Shop, as well as towards house rewards. 

Top tips for reading at home: 

● Before your child starts reading, chat about the cover and title. Talk about what the book might 
be about.

● As your child reads, get them to pause every now and then. Ask them questions to check that 
they understand the story so far.

● Listen carefully as your child reads. It is quite easy when learning to read, to only focus on the 
start of the word. Check that they are reading the whole of the word, including any ending such 
as -ing, or -ly.

● If your child is struggling with a word, help them to break it down into individual sounds, then 
blend the sounds together. Breaking words down into syllables can also help. With longer or 
compound words, support children to identify elements of the word they might know or find 
easier to decode, for instance, rain/ing, kind/est, foot/ball. Cover up part of the word and 
encourage children to read it in smaller chunks.

● If your child is still struggling, it’s okay to tell them the word.
● Finally, don’t forget that praise is really motivating for children as they read.

Abi Carter
Head of Schools MIJS 



At our school we use Monster Phonics to help teach our 

children to read. Monster Phonics is a whole-class Systematic 

Synthetic Phonics Scheme with decodable books for children 

in Reception and Key Stage 1. It is also used as an intervention 

in Key Stages 1 and 2.

Monster Phonics teaches children to read by enabling them to 

identify the individual graphemes (letter combinations) and 

blend the sounds (phonemes) together to read the word. It is 

a fun way to teach phonics, since it is multi-sensory. Sounds 

are categorised into ten colour groups, and each colour has a 

corresponding monster character.

How do we teach our children to read? 
a, a-e, ay, ai, ei, eigh, ea, 

ey

e, y, ee, ea, ie, ey, ei, e-e, 

i-e

i, i-e, y, igh, ie, y-e

o, o-e, oa, ow, oe, ou

u, u-e, ew, ue, eu

u, o, u-e, oo, ew, ue, ou, 

ui, o-e, eu

ow, ou

e, o, u, t, a, g, i, l, n, m, s, 

p, ea, ve, wh, tch, wr, kn, 

gn, mb, wh, ore

ar

er  ir

w-or (er)

oo, o (u)

ou oi

air ear

aw au

g dge (j)

c (s)

le el al il (ul)

al (or)

ti (sh)

w-a (o)

w-ar (or)

s (zsh)

Angry 
Red A

Green 
Froggy

Yellow 
I

Miss 
Oh No

U-Hoo

Cool 
Blue

Brown 
Owl

Silent 
Ghosts

Tricky 
Witch

Decodable books encourage children to read using phonics. 

When children use decodable books, they are more likely to 

try to use phonics they have learnt in class to help them to 

read. When your child learns a new sound, they will have a 

book which matches the set of sounds they are learning.

It is really important that your child practises their sounds by 

reading the Monster Phonics books at school and at home. 

We recommend reading the same book at least 3 times 

before moving to the next book.  This allows children the 

opportunity to practise and embed the growing phonics 

knowledge. 

What is a decodable book?

Reading in Reception and KS1 at 
Mundesley Infant School



What else should my child be reading at home?

Alongside your child’s Monster Phonics book, they will also be given a book 

from our wider reading boxes. These books have been carefully chosen to 

match your child’s growing reading ability and allows them to independently 

select books which interests them. 

When your child is learning to read, they need to read books at the right level of 

challenge. If your child’s book is too hard, they will find it frustrating (and so will 

you) and might be put off reading. If their book is too easy, their reading won’t 

get any better. 

At school, we use colour bands to group our reading books - this system allows 

us to put together books from different schemes to ensure your children have a 

wide range of books to choose from. 

Book Band Colour

0 Lilac

1 Pink

2 Red

3 yellow

4 light blue

5 green

6 orange

7 turquoise

8 purple

9 gold

10 white

11 lime

12 brown

Lots of parents worry about their child’s 

reading and we know it can be a struggle 

to help your child with their reading at 

home. It can be easy to feel that your child 

might be getting left behind, however, it’s 

important to remember that reading isn’t a 

race. Being a good reader might be the 

finishing line, but children get there in 

many different ways and at different 

speeds. As a school we only move child 

onto the next level when they can 

confidently and independently read the 

book themselves.

Year 
Group 

Book Band 
Colour Progression 

Reception Liliac Pink Red Yellow

Year 1 Blue Green Orange

Year 2 Turquoise Purple Gold White Lime Brown

In Reception and KS1, we have 12 colour bands 

which the children will move through. These books 

slowly build in difficulty and aim to match your 

child’s reading skills. They are designed to allow 

your child to practise their reading without feeling 

like it’s too much or too hard. 

We have introduced a brown book 
catalogue for children who are 

reading at an exceeding level for 
Y2. There are 81 books to choose from!

Please can all parents ensure reading books 
are returned to school so we can continue to 
make a difference to the way your children 

reads! 


