
 
18th December 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

A message to say thank you…. 

 

In some ways it’s been a very normal first term; the children have come back after the                 

summer holidays and are catching up quickly with their lost learning and the school buildings               

feel ‘alive’ again, after Lockdown 1 but in other ways it’s been very different… social               

distancing, staggered timetables and scrupulous hand washing - alongside the constant           

background worry of localised lockdowns and bubble closures.  

 

It’s true to say that we’ve never been through anything like this in our life-times and I know                  

for some children and adults it has led to significant mental health issues. However, the one                

thing that can and has helped, is normality or the sense of it at least! We have tried as hard                    

as we can to keep as many of the systems and practices as recognisable as possible for the                  

children alongside much of the daily good humour that comes from working with young              

children. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all of the staff teams across the 3 schools                   

in The Coastal Federation for their tireless dedication during what has been a very ‘looooong’               

term. We have been very lucky so far!(fingers crossed) that none of our bubbles have had to                 

close, in-part due to you, our parents, helping us to limit infection rates. We know it’s not been                  

easy getting used to one-way systems, standing on dots, mask wearing, different ways of              

communicating and not being able to come into school to see your child’s work but we hope we                  

have managed to bridge that gap through our online activity. 

 

We hope that you enjoy the online Christmas productions which each school has produced.              

Thanks to the teams of staff who made them possible and the hours of editing - we’ll do an                   

outtakes video soon…. there were plenty of unseen funny bits! 

 

I have included an advice sheet overleaf which you may find helpful regarding COVID-19 over the                

Christmas period.  

 

Have a lovely Christmas break with close family and we look forward to seeing you all again on                  

Wednesday 6th January. 
 

Simon Wakeman 

Executive Head 

 



Covid - 19 Advice Sheet 

 

We know that this Christmas, families are going to have to make some difficult decisions with regard to                  

social and family mixing -it certainly is going to be a challenge if you have a big extended family! We                    

know how much you value your child/children being at school, catching up on the lost learning during                 

Lockdown 1, so following the current scientific advice below should help us all achieve this.  

 

• If your child is unable to start the new term because of COVID-19 or any other illness please let us 

know in the normal way when the schools reopen on WEDNESDAY 6th January. 
• If your child lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus, your child must stay at home 

for 10 days from the first day the person with coronavirus had symptoms or had their  test.  

• If your child develops Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) they should remain at home for at  least 

10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared (or from the date they received a positive test 

result).  

• COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) has 

information for households with possible coronavirus infection including  easy to read guides in a 

number of languages.  

• Guidance for contacts of people with confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live with 

the person - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) has information for contacts of people with  confirmed coronavirus 

infection including an easy to read guide.  

• If your family is need of support to help you through a period of isolation, please see the Norfolk 

Assistance Scheme  

• www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk  

• Some residents are also entitled to a self-isolation support payment of £500. To help someone apply 

for this, or to find out more please click here  

• Please remember; there are three simple actions we must all do to keep on protecting each other  

1. Wash hands,  

2. Cover face,  

3. Make space  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This is an extract from the National Association of Headteacher which helps to explain what 

happens when school finishes for Christmas and why you still might get a phone call to 

self-isolate. 

 

The current challenge facing the system is that the guidance says if someone tests positive for 

coronavirus, those who were in close contact with them 48 hours before the symptoms emerged are 

likely to need to be told to self-isolate. 

 

In practice, this means that if a school term finishes on a Friday, pupils or staff who develop symptoms 

up to the Sunday could still have had close contact with others in school within those 48 hours. As it is 

only schools that hold the information about bubbles and seating plans, Public Health England (PHE) is 

relying on schools and school leaders to provide this.  

 

The additional challenge is that while the symptoms may develop two days after the end of the term (eg 

on the Sunday), in many cases it could take people a few additional days to book a test and receive the 

results. This means that PHE may need information about close contacts into the start of the following 

week.  

 

That said, after the initial 48 hours, there should be a significant drop-off in the number of reported 

positive cases, ie only those families or staff who have had to wait an extra day or two to get a test 

result.  

It is important to note that the DfE and PHE have already said where a pupil or staff member 

develops symptoms after the 48 hours, they should not need to contact the school and can 

use the ‘normal’ national track and trace system. Parents should be informed of this position 

as soon as possible.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://communitydirectory.norfolk.gov.uk/Services/NotFound
http://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/community-support-for-people-at-home/test-and-trace-support-payment

